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 Town of Middlebury Planning Commission (MPC) 
Rotary Small Meeting Room, First Floor 

77 Main Street, Municipal Offices 
Minutes of February 2, 2017 

Approved 
 

 Members Present: Nancy Malcolm, Steve Terry, Barbara Saunders 

Members Absent: John Anderson, Chris Robbins, Sam Ostrow, Sarah Peluso 

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray, Victor Sinadinoski 

Others Present: Judy Wiger-Grohs 

 
1. Call to Order:  Nancy called the meeting to order at 12:08 pm. 

 
2. Minutes 

The PC tabled the minutes from 1/19/2017. They will approve those minutes at the next 
meeting. 

 
3. Town Plan Discussion 

Staff presented the Local Economy chapter for the PC’s review and comments. Jennifer noted 
that she gave a draft of this copy to Jamie Gaucher, the Town of Middlebury’s Director of 
Economic Development. Barbara wondered if the chapter should include something about 
protecting prime agricultural resources or if that would be better addressed in the zoning 
regulations. Jennifer mentioned zoning would be a blunt way of addressing the issue, but that 
in order to work it would need to be combined with an Open Space Plan.  Staff noted that the 
chapter already mentions that the town’s agricultural roots need to be supported and 
strengthened. 
 
Jennifer polled the PC on which “Inflow/Outflow Job Counts” chart they liked best. The PC 
indicated that the second one with the map would be best because people will have an easier 
time understanding what the chart represents. Barbara noted that it was great that 
Middlebury has a low unemployment rate, but that we should be aware that our labor force 
numbers are shrinking. The PC noted that there may be several reasons for this, including the 
difficulties for young professionals in finding affordable infant/child care services. Steve 
mentioned that retaining people in the 25 to 45 year-old range should be a priority for 
maintaining a strong workforce.  
 

4. Other Business: 
Jennifer reviewed the PC’s schedule for the 2017 year. She color-coded the calendar: black 
indicated the PC’s tasks for that specific date; red indicated deadlines/goals for the Town 
Plan; and blue indicated the deadlines/goals for the Downtown Master Plan. Jennifer asked 
the PC whether or not we should allow the Addison County Regional Planning Commission to 
assume responsibility for the next Town Plan update’s energy chapter. The PC agreed that 
ACRPC should do it as they are already working on that data for the other towns in the 
county.  
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5. Adjournment:    
The meeting adjourned at 1:22 pm. 

 
Submitted by:  Victor Sinadinoski 


